BLACK BEAUTY
EGGPLANT
heirloom | non-GMO

Hardiness Zone:
3-9

Planting Depth:
¼ inch (0.6 cm)

Sun:
Full Sun

Germination Time:
10-21 days

Plant Height:
20-30 inches
(50-76 cm)

Harvest Time:
80 days

Plant Width:
20-25 inches
(50-63 cm)

About Black Beauty Eggplant
One of the most beautiful heirloom cultivars of eggplant, Black Beauty sets the global
standard when it comes to big, bodacious eggplants. These perfectly ripened fruits
are perfect for market gardeners and home chefs alike. Harvested fresh, it is incredibly versatile and holds up well to long term storage.

Germination
Black Beauty eggplant is best started by seed indoors about eight weeks before the
last expected frost in the spring. Sow your seeds about 1/4 inch deep in a rich
seed-starting formula. Be sure to keep the soil moist at 75°F and your seedlings
should emerge in just 10 to 21 days.
Once seedlings emerge, place them in a sunny location, such as beneath a pair of
fluorescent grow lights, where your plants can access 16 hours of light per day. They
do not need to be fertilized but you can amend the soil, if you wish, with a diluted
starting solution when the plants are four weeks old.
Harden off your eggplant seedlings before transplanting them in the garden.
Planting
When you are ready to plant, find a location in the garden with full sun and rich,
organic soil. Avoid planting your eggplant seedlings in a spot where potatoes,
peppers, or tomatoes were grown the year before. This will help you avoid problems
with pests and diseases that may have overwintered in the soil.
Mulch around your eggplant to retain soil moisture and to help the soil keep its
temperature. A two-inch layer of mulch will also reduce weed competition, which is
essential to prevent damage to the plants’ roots when weeding.
Harvest
You can pick eggplants when they are about four inches long, which is usually about
80 days after sowing. Fruits should be firm and glossy. Dull skin is a sign that the fruit
is over-rippen on the vine. To cut the plant, hold it firmly at the blossom end and cut
with a sharp knife. Allow one inch of stem to remain on the plant. Use eggplant
immediately or blanch it and then freeze.

Should you have any concerns,
please EMAIL us directly at:

help@homegrown-garden.com

