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Archana Liggins, CEO and Founder of BAG Lady Outreach, and Cassandra O'Connell,
Teen Librarian, show off a toiletry locker placed in the Library's Teen Space. 

New Partnership Provides Toiletries to Those in Need

The Library is pleased to announce a new community partnership with
BAG (Blessings and Grace) Lady Outreach to make essential hygiene
items available free to those in need. Research has shown that 1 in 3 
low-income American families struggles to afford basic non-food
household goods—including products related to personal care.

Archana explains, "The BAG Lady Outreach toiletry lockers were 
created to provide further assistance and resources to students who 
are observed to be in regular need of items. Crete Library is the first
library location to receive one. We have 27 total lockers in schools,
community centers, the Chicago Police Department, and now the 
Crete Library!"

The Library accepts donations for the locker—including tampons, 
sanitary napkins, feminine wipes; and travel size deodorants, 
shampoos, body washes, toothpastes, toothbrushes, and soap bars. 

Message from the Director
It is hard to believe that I started working at
the Crete Public Library District a little over 
six months ago. Every day I have the good
fortune to meet someone new or learn
something exciting about the Village of 
Crete and Crete Township. 

It is clear to me that what sets our community
apart from others is the real sense of pride in
living and working here. There is a vibrant
history and unique opportunities for residents
that are just not available elsewhere. 

You can take your kids to pick up an armful 
of children’s books at the Library, visit a non-
profit art gallery exhibition and listen to artists
speak of their work, get together Thursday
morning for your weekly stitch group, and
enjoy live music and great BBQ, all on the
same one mile stretch of road. 

As much as I have learned over the last six
months, I know that there is so much more to
uncover. There is also great momentum here
in town for new and exciting opportunities. I
know we are working hard here at the Library
to capture that, and I can see it with all the
other organizations in town as well.

I appreciate the kind and genuine welcome
that I’ve experienced from so many of you. It
has been a real adventure and stroke of luck
that I find myself in the position here as the
Library Director. Please take the time to look
through our Fall program guide and I am sure
you will find an opportunity that speaks to 
you and your family!  

—David Sieffert

Scan this QR code to register on the 
the Events Calendar on our website. 

Registration is also available by calling 
708-672-8017 or by visiting the Library.



Monthly Meetings
Adult Writing Group
Mondays: Sept. 12, Oct. 3, Nov. 7 from 6:30–8 pm

CPLD Book Discussion Group
Mondays: Sept. 12, Oct. 10, Nov. 14 from 6:30–7:30 pm

Film Club
Jodorowsky's Dune: Thursday, Sept. 22 from 5:30–8 pm 
11th Annual Horror Fest
The Lighthouse: Wednesday, Oct. 26 from 4–5:45 pm
Gretel & Hansel: Wednesday, Oct. 26 from 6–7:45 pm
Kill List: Thursday, Oct. 27 from 4–5:45 pm
Men: Thursday, Oct. 27 from 6–7:45 pm

Knot Just for Knitters
Thursdays: Sept.1, Oct. 6, Nov. 3 from 1–2 pm
Thursdays: Sept. 15, Oct. 20, Nov. 17 from 6–7:30 pm

Cook along Classes
Kristyn Slick will guide you,  starting from prepping
ingredients and cooking each step until the dishes
are completed and plated. She will be cooking
alongside you, sharing instructions, tips and tricks
throughout the class. Note: cooking along is not
required. It's fine if you wish to watch only.

The classes will be presented on Zoom and a
recording will be available to watch later.  If you are
interested, but unable to attend the Zoom meeting,
please register anyway to receive the recording. 

Perfectly Pumpkin*
Tuesday, Oct. 4 from 6:30–8 pm 
Pumpkin Butter Roll Cookies and Pumpkin Pasta

Sharing is Caring*
Tuesday, Nov. 8 from 6:30–8 pm 
Tear and Share Bread and Sheet Pan Pie

Stretch Your Grocery Dollars*
Friday, Sept. 2 from 10–11 am
Many people think eating healthy costs a fortune, 
but that’s not true. Join us to discover many ways to
save on food and eat well without breaking the bank.

Understanding Alzheimer's and Dementia*
Friday, Sept. 9 from 10–11am
Learn about the difference between Alzheimer's and
dementia, the disease stages and risk factors, current
research and treatments, and resources available
through the Alzheimer's Association. 

Microsoft Excel: Basics*
Tuesday, Sept. 13 from 10–11:30 am
Offered again on Thursday, Sept. 29 from 2–3:30 pm
Gain a basic understanding of cells, rows, and
columns, formulas and functions, and more in this
hands-on class.

A Conversation with Marlee Matlin*
Wednesday, Sept. 14 from 7–8 pm 
This discussion with Academy Award winning 
actress, author, and activist Marlee Matlin is 
made possible by Illinois Libraries Present.

How to Do Amazing Magic Tricks*
Part 1: Tuesday, Sept. 20 from 6–7:30 pm
Part 2: Tuesday, Sept. 27 from 6–7:30 pm
Learn the secrets of the trade and amaze your family
and friends with your new talent. Practice a variety of
fascinating effects with cards, coins, and ropes. All
materials will be provided. Must attend both classes.

Don't Get Caught by a Phishing Hook*
Friday, Sept. 23 from 2–3:30 pm
Learn about common Internet scams and how not to
get reeled into exposing your personal and financial
data to scammers.

How'd They Do That?*
Monday, Sept. 26 from 6:30–7:30 pm 
Watch from home OR at the library on the big screen.
Find out how some of classic Hollywood’s most
memorable movie scenes were developed,
approached, and accomplished. 

Adult Programs 
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Trivia Nights at Evil Horse
Anything Goes
Thursday, Sept. 8 from 7–9 pm

Horror Movies
Thursday, Oct. 13 from 7–9 pm

Studio Ghibli Films
Thursday, Nov. 10 from 7–9 pm

How I Turn an Idea into a Story*
Wednesday, Sept. 28 from 6:30–7:30 pm
Local author Emily VanderBent will discuss her writing
process and autograph books from her Crimson Time
series of young adult historical fantasy.

Fleetwood Mac: The Chain…Broken?*
Monday, Oct. 3 from 6:30–7:30 pm
Using interview and performance video, we’ll trace the
band’s fascinating journey of failed romantic relation-
ships that fueled music of intensity and warmth.

The Essential Edgar Allen Poe*
Wednesday, Oct. 5 from 6:30–7:30 pm
Through storytelling, William Pack exhumes the tragic
life and remarkable writings of this American genius.

Medicare 101*
Friday, Oct. 7 from 10–11 am
Learn how Medicare works and what your options are.
Medicare's open enrollment dates for this year are
October 15–December 7.

Blending Essential Oils for Your Health*
Tuesday, Oct. 11 from 6–7:30 pm
Create an essential oil blend to assist your body in
natural well-being. Choose from a variety of time-
honored recipes or make your own, based on the
benefits of each oil you will learn in class.

An Evening with Jesmyn Ward*
Wednesday, Oct. 12 from 7–8 pm
This discussion with two-time National Book Award
winner Jesmyn Ward is made possible by Illinois
Libraries Present.

Sneaky Sodium: Tame Your Salt Habit*
Friday, Nov. 4 from 10–11am
Many people eat way too much sodium, and that’s
harmful to the body. Learn about the effects of
overconsuming sodium and some helpful tips to
reduce your intake.

From Chicago to Vietnam*
Tuesday, Nov. 8 from 6:30–7:30 pm
Join Michael Duffy (C Battery 7th Battalion, 9th
Artillery US Army), as he presents a gritty personal
account of his tour in Vietnam. 

Build Your Own Website*
Monday, Nov. 14 from 6:30–7:30 pm
Learn how to get started on designing your own website,
regardless of your experience level.

The 1990s*
Tuesday, Nov. 15 from 6:30–7:30 pm
Remember this decade with a look back in pictures at 
the music, pop culture, and history of the 90s. 

An Evening with Caitlin Doughty*
Wednesday, Nov. 16 from 7–8 pm
This discussion with author, mortician, and advocate 
Caitlin Doughty is made possible by Illinois Libraries
Present.

Holiday Movies and Music*
Tuesday, Nov. 29 from 6–7:30 pm
Host John LeGear showcases happy and memorable
moments from warmly embraced holiday movies. Join 
us for songs —including a show-ending sing-along— 
dances, and magical movie scenes from classic and
popular films.
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Lyrics with the Library (Ages 14–Adult)
Monthly on the third Monday from 6:30–7:30 pm
This club is made for music lovers. Each month has a theme
with discussion questions. Bring a song to match the theme.
Sept. 19: A Song That Marks a Transition 
Oct. 17: A Song That Reminds You of a Crush
Nov. 21: A Song from a Movie You Like (or Love)

Manga Club for Teens (Grades 6-12)
Monthly on the last Thursday from 3–4 pm
Join us to discuss these manga titles—or bring 
your own.
Sept. 29: "Spy x Family" Vol. 1
Oct. 27: "Fruits Basket" Vol. 1

Copies will be available for check out one 
month in advance. There will not be a meeting 
in November due to Thanksgiving.

Anime Club (Grades 6–12)
Thursdays: Sept. 8 & Nov. 10 from 3–4:30 pm
Join us for anime screenings and snacks. The
title will be picked on the day of the event.

Anime Trivia (Grades 6–12)
Thursday, Oct. 13 from 3–4:30 pm
Compete against other anime fans in an
ultimate battle to win awesome prizes.

Chess Club (Ages 11–Adult)
Monthly on the second Monday from 3–5 pm 
on Sept. 12, Oct. 10, and Nov. 14 
Beginner and advanced level players are invited
to come and play chess at the library. 
A limited number of chess boards and pieces
will be provided. Bring your own if possible.

Teen Craft Connection (Grades 6–12)
Fridays, Sept. 16 & Nov. 18 from 3:30–4:30 pm
In September, make a Tin Can Pencil Holder 
and in November, make an arm crocheted or
knitted scarf. All materials will be provided.
There will be a take and make kit option for both
crafts available the following week.

Video Game Tournament* (Ages 13–18)
Monthly on the third Wednesday from 2:45–4 pm  
on Sept. 21, Oct. 19, and Nov. 16.
Experience fun, yet competitive play for a prize.

Teen Programs

Registration is preferred for all programs on this page 
except for the Teen Video Game Tournament and the 
Roaming Readers Walking Group, which require registration.

Teens are also welcome to participate in Knot Just for
Knitters, a group for working together on personal projects 
of crocheting, knitting, embroidery, and other needlework. 
The meeting dates are listed on page 2.

                      
Roaming Readers Walking Group* (All ages)
Bi-monthly on the first and last Fridays of the month from 
10–11 am on Sept. 2 & 30, Oct. 7 & 28, Nov. 4 & 25
Join us at Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve as we walk
and talk about books. There is no assigned reading.
Registration is required as this event is weather-dependent.
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STEAM Tots (3–5)
Thursdays from 6–7 pm
Sept. 29: Apple-tastic!
Oct. 27: Mini Monsters
Nov. 17: Dino Deeds
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Incredible Bats: Bats & Other 
Misunderstood Creatures*
Saturday, Oct. 29 from 10–11 am
Come see bats up close at this live animal show 
for ages 5 and up.

T-Rexplorers*
Saturday, Nov. 12 from 10–11 am 
Touch authentic dinosaur bones at this science 
demonstration for ages 5 and up.

Make an Apple Pie with Dave*
Tuesday, Nov. 22 from 6:30–7:30 pm
Dave Sieffert, Library Director, will demonstrate 
how to assemble an apple pie, which you can take
home to bake for Thanksgiving. All ingredients 
will be provided. Limit of one pie per family.

 

Science           Technology           Engineering           Arts           Mathematics

Book Babies* (0–23 months)
Fridays: Sept. 9–23, Oct. 7–21, and
Nov. 4–18 from 10–10:30 am

Time-out for Toddlers* (2–3)
Tuesdays: Sept. 6–20, Oct. 4–18, 
and Nov. 1–15 from 10–10:45 am

Primetime for Preschool* (4–5)
Thursdays: Sept. 8–22, Oct. 6–20, 
Nov. 3–17 from 1–2 pm

Muffins with a Mystery Reader* 
Saturdays: Sept. 3, Oct. 1, Nov. 5 
from 10:30–11 am for all ages

Online Storytimes
Saturdays: Sept. 10, Oct. 22, Nov. 26
Watch on demand videos for all ages

Outdoor StoryWalk
September–November
"Amara's Farm" by JaNay Brown-Wood

Youth Programs
Storytimes

Graphic Novel Clubs
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Family Events

August 22 for September programs
September 26 for October programs
October 24 for November programs

Registration Opens

STEAM Kids (Grades K-2)
Thursdays from 6–7 pm
Sept. 22: Fall Fun
Oct. 20: Creepy Concoctions
Nov. 10: Dino Design

STEAM Tweens (Grades 3-5)
Thursdays from 6–7 pm
Sept. 15: Earthquake
Oct. 13: Frankenstein's Friends
Nov. 3: Dino Dig

Comics & Cookies* (Grades K-2)
Tuesdays: Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15
from 4:30–5:15 pm

Epic Graphic Novel Club* (Grades 3-5)
Tuesdays: Sept. 20, Oct. 18, Nov. 15
from 6–6:45 pm

Take & Make Kits
Available on a first come, first served basis
bi-weekly on Mondays starting at 5 pm

Arts and Crafts (Grades K-5)
Uncommon Creations* 
Wednesdays: Sept. 14, Oct. 12, 
Nov. 9 from 6-7 pm

Art Sparks*
Mondays: Sept. 26, Oct. 24,  
Nov. 28 from 6-7 pm

Zombie Zone*
Tuesday, Oct. 25 from 6-7 pm
Paint Barbie dolls like zombies. 

Additional information for the programs on this 
page can be found at cretelibrary.org/calendar.



Library Hours:
Monday–Thursday

9:30 am to 8 pm
Friday & Saturday
9:30 am to 5 pm
Closed Sunday

 
Board of Trustees

Heather Van Zyl
Leslee Williams

Richard Beil
Judi Boehner

Timothy Brennan
Phyllis Monks
Suzanne Oliver

 
Library Director

David Sieffert
 

Newsletter Editor
Sarah Wegley

 
A large type edition of this

newsletter is available
at the library.

   
           If you need accommodations for a   
           disability for any library program, 
           please contact the Crete Public 
           Library at 708-672-8017 at least 
           10 business days prior to the event.

 

In Memory of Kenneth James
Donations, Gifts & Memorials

       Tim & Kathy James

1177 N. Main Street
Crete, Il 60417
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Support from the Friends of the Library

Recently, the Friends of the Library have helped the library and the Crete community 
in a number of ways, including buying gift basket prizes for Summer Reading, funding
a summer teen internship, purchasing t-shirts for the Battle of the Books reading
competition, donating to the Park District for the Easter Egg Hunt, and helping sponsor 
the Crete Memorial Day Parade. 

Their latest fundraiser is selling raffle tickets for the quilt (pictured at left). These
tickets are available to purchase at the library's front desk priced at $2 for 1 ticket 
or $10 for 6 tickets. The winning ticket will be pulled on Friday, September 2.

The Friends next meeting will be August 23 at 6:30 pm. The public is welcome to
attend, but only Friend members may vote on expenditures or other issues.  

Learn more at cretelibrary.org/friends

Quilt created and donated by
Roberta Taylor for a Friends
of the Library fundraiser.


