
CHIVES
heirloom | non-GMO

About Chives

Chives, like onions, are a member of the Alliaceae family. Chives are native to the Asian 
and European regions of the globe where they have been cultivated and used for 
thousands of years. The first record of chives dates all the way back to approximately 
3,000 B.C. in the area of China. There are 4 basic varieties of chives grown throughout 
the world. Chives can grow up to 24 inches tall and about 10 inches wide. Rich in 
nutrients, chives are also given medicinally for treating health problems. Some of the 
medicinal uses of chives are to treat heart disease, insomnia, cancer, inflammation, 
depression, bone and joint problems, viruses, bacteria and even parasites. 

Sun:
Full Sun

Germination Time:
2 – 3 weeks

Harvest Time:
30 – 60 days

Hardiness Zone:
3 through 9

Plant Width:
12 inches 
(30 cm)

Plant Height:
10 – 15 inches 
(25 – 37 cm) 

Planting Depth:
¼ to ½ inch 
(0.6 – 1.2 cm) 



Germination
Chives will grow more successfully when started indoors using small pots or trays that 
are 3-4 inches deep. The seeds should be planted 1/4 inch deep and several inches 
apart. The soil must be kept moist at all times. Be sure not to add too much water as this 
can actually harm the plant. Allow the plant to receive plenty of sunlight each day by 
keeping seedlings near the windows. The entire indoor germination process for chives 
typically takes 7-21 days. 

Planting
After the last frost of the season, the seedlings can be planted outdoors. An area of 
ground with rich soil and good drainage of excess water will be an advantage for 
growing healthier plants. Seedlings should be planted 1/4 inch beneath the soil and 
about 12-15 inches apart. To make care and maintenance easier, chives should be 
planted in straight rows that are 24-30 inches apart. Chives prefer full sunlight each day 
but can still thrive with partial shade. Chives grow better when watered several times a 
day. Be careful that you do not make the soil too wet.

Harvest
You can begin harvesting chives after about 30 days by cutting what is needed with a 
sharp knife or scissors. Harvesting some of the leaves early will actually help the plant 
remain vigorous during the growth cycle. Chives reach full maturity after 40-55 days at 
which time the entire plant can be harvested. Chives have always been a great addition 
to a variety of different foods and dishes around the world. They add a combined garlic 
and onion flavor in any food to which they are added. Although they possess a milder 
taste than garlic or onions, chives are definitely a delightful addition to many foods like 
salads, soups, vegetable dishes, deviled eggs, stew and egg mayonnaise sandwiches. 




