
Crete Public Library Book Discussion Group 

2017-2018 Season 

 

Unless otherwise noted, the Crete Public Library Book Discussion Group meets at 7pm on the 

second Monday of the month. In July and August, the group may meet on a different day, so 

please check with the library prior to those months. New members are always welcome, and 

books are generally available at the front desk during the month before the discussion in multiple 

formats (book, large print, audiobook). This book club reads across all genres and includes both 

fiction and nonfiction titles. 

 

For more information or to be included in the mailing list, call the library at 708-672-8017 or 

email tamschl@cretelibrary.org. 

 

Book Selections for 2017-2018 

 

Sept. 11: Anne of Green Gables. Lucy Maud Montgomery. 1908. Anne, an eleven-

year-old orphan, is sent by mistake to live with a lonely, middle-aged brother 

and sister on a Prince Edward Island farm and proceeds to make an indelible 

impression on everyone around her. (Classic; Juvenile fiction). 

 

Oct. 9:  Station Eleven. Emily St. John Mandel. 2014. 333p. An actor playing King 

Lear dies onstage just before a cataclysmic event changes the future of 

everyone on Earth. What will be valued and what will be discarded? Will art 

have a place in a world that has lost so much? What will make life worth 

living? These are just some of the issues explored in this beautifully written 

dystopian novel. (Literary fiction, Dystopian fiction) 

 

Nov. 13:  Ordinary Heroes. Scott Turow. 2005. 371p. Stewart Dubinsky plunges into 

the mystery of his family's secret history when he discovers his deceased 

father's wartime letters to his former fiancée, revealing his court-martial and 

imprisonment during World War II. (Domestic fiction; War stories) 

 

Dec. 11: Under the Banner of Heaven. Jon Krakauer. 2003. 372p. At the core of this 

book is an appalling double murder committed by two Mormon 

fundamentalist brothers who insist they received a revelation from God 

commanding them to kill their blameless victims. Beginning with a 

meticulously researched account of this "divinely inspired" crime, Krakauer 

constructs a multilayered, bone-chilling narrative of messianic delusion, 

savage violence, polygamy, and unyielding faith. (True Crime; author of Into 

Thin Air) 

 

Jan. 8: If I Understood You, Would I Have This Look on My Face?: My Adventures in the 

Art and Science of Relating and Communicating. Alan Alda. 2017. 213p. The actor 

and founder of the Alan Alda Center for Communicating Science traces his personal 

quest to understand how to relate and communicate better, from practicing empathy 



and using improved games to storytelling and developing better intuitive skills. 

(Humor; Society & culture) 

 

Feb. 12:  Spoonbenders. Daryl Gregory. 2017. 399p. A family of psychics - both 

blessed and burdened by their abilities - must use their powers to save 

themselves from the CIA, the local mafia, and a skeptic hell-bent on 

discrediting them in this hilarious, tender, magical novel about the invisible 

forces that bind us. (Domestic fiction; Humorous) 

 

Mar. 12:  Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir of a Family and Culture in Crisis. J.D. Vance. 2016. 

264p. Vance, a former marine and Yale Law School graduate, provides an account 

of growing up in a poor Rust Belt town that offers a broader, probing look at the 

struggles of America's white working class. The Vance family moved north from 

Kentucky's Appalachia region to Ohio in the hopes of escaping the dreadful poverty 

around them, but they were never able to fully escape the legacy of abuse, 

alcoholism, poverty, and trauma so characteristic of their part of America. 

(Biography) 

 

Apr. 9:  The Lowland. Jhumpa Lahiri. 2013. 339p. Spanning the oceans from India to Rhode 

Island, this is the extraordinary story of two brothers – so close that one is “the other 

side of the other” – coming of age in the political tumult of 1960s India. (Literary 

fiction, family saga) 

 

May 14:  A Tree Grows in Brooklyn. Betty Smith. 1943. 400p. The slums of Brooklyn, and the 

Irish Catholics, form the setting for the story of Francie Nolan and her family in an 

innocent time before the war. The reader shares Francie’s humiliations at school; her 

real sorrow when her father drinks himself to death; her ambition for a college 

education, thwarted when she must go to work at 14; her first love affair and 

disillusionment. Lusty -- sometimes funny -- consistently moving. (Literary fiction) 

 

June 11:  I Am Malala. Malala Yousafzai. 2015. 330p. When the Taliban took control 

of the Swat Valley in Pakistan Malala Yousafzai refused to be silenced. She 

fought for her right to an education, for which she was shot in the head at 

point-blank range while riding the bus home from school. Malala's 

miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey. At sixteen, 

she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest 

nominee ever for the Nobel Peace Prize. (Autobiography) 

 

July 9:  A Man Called Ove. Fredrik Backman. 2014. 360p. A curmudgeon hides a terrible 

personal loss beneath a cranky and short-tempered exterior while clashing with new 

neighbors, a boisterous family whose chattiness and habits lead to unexpected 

friendship. (Mainstream fiction; Translation; Humorous) 

 

Aug. 13:  Road to Little Dribbling: Adventures of an American in Britain. Bill Bryson. 2016. 

380p. The author's tribute to his adopted country of England. Describes his riotous 

return visit two decades later to rediscover the country, its people, and its culture. 



(Humorous; Travel Writing; Memoir; author of a Walk in the Woods) 

 

Sept. 10: Their Eyes Were Watching God. Zora Neale Hurston. 1937. 286p. When 

Janie Starks returns home, she seeks identity and independence as the small 

southern black community buzzes with gossip about the outcome of her 

affair with a younger man. (African-American fiction; literary fiction)  

 


